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Weakened	Smoke-Free	Places	and	Tobacco	Access	Act	undermines	concerted	efforts	of	Smoke-	Free	Nova	Scotia		
	
Smoke Free Nova Scotia (SFNS) learned at Law Amendments today that the Liberal government plans to 
amend Bill 60 to remove any restriction on the sale of flavoured tobacco of any kind and flavoured e-juice.    “ I 
can honestly say that we (SFNS) are very disappointed that Bill 60 is not as comprehensive as when  originally  
introduced on October 24”, said Krista McMullin, President of Smoke Free Nova Scotia.   
 
“We were very pleased to see that the government recognized our existing legislation was outdated, and this 
legislation included prohibiting both waterpipe/hookah and e-cigarettes where smoking is currently banned.  As 
introduced, Bill 60 also prohibits sales to minors and restriction on point of sale advertising for e-cigarettes, 
added McMullin. “However, we are confused as why the government is now amending Bill 60 to remove the 
banning of all flavoured tobacco products including e-juice.   Obviously, Minister Glavine had sufficient 
evidence to introduce Bill 60 as a comprehensive tobacco control bill.  We will be requesting to meet with the 
Minister/Liberal caucus to determine what further evidence is required. 
 
 “We must reiterate that Health Canada deems that marketing, importing, selling e-cigarettes  and e-juice with 
nicotine is illegal in Canada therefore considering e-cigarettes as a ‘harm reduction model’ doesn’t seem to be 
in the best interest of Nova Scotians,” said McMullin.   “There is not enough scientific evidence to show the 
harm, safety or the efficacy of e-cigarettes as a harm reduction/smoking cessation aid,” added McMullin.  
Another concern SFNS has for youth is the usage of e-cigarettes mimics regular cigarettes use which ‘re-
normalizes’ smoking.  According to a representative from a tobacco company at Law Amendments, tobacco 
companies all have some ownership in e-cigarette companies and we know their main goal is to ensure their 
ongoing replacement smoker market/increased profits for their shareholders. 
 
More strong evidence is found in a recent national study of flavoured tobacco and youth, in which nearly half of 
all tobacco users in Grades 6 – 12 in Atlantic Canada had used flavoured tobacco products including menthol 
cigarettes (47%) in the previous 30 days.  It is well documented that 8 in 10 adult smokers starting smoking in 
their teens so it is obvious that eliminating the sale of flavoured tobacco products is crucial to protect the 
health of our youth.   
While Nova Scotia’s overall smoking rate has dropped to 16%, rates for young adults aged 20-24 years is still 
high at 21%, 1 % above the national average.  (CTUMS, 2012) 
 
Tobacco use is the number one preventable cause of death in Canada including Nova Scotia.   
 
Smoke-Free Nova Scotia (SFNS) is a coalition of 28 health-related organizations committed to reduced use of 
tobacco industry products and their harms in Nova Scotia.        
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For	more	information:	
Krista	McMullin,	President	of	Smoke-Free	Nova	Scotia	
902-890-9865.		 
 


